
Enjoying your visit
To get the most from your visit without harming the 
wildlife which lives there, please remember:

Respect wildlife
Don’t pick fl owers or disturb nesting birds! 
If you see anything particularly exciting during your 
visit please tell us by recording your wildlife sightings at 
www.devonwildlifetrust.org

Gates
Leave all gates as you fi nd them.

Cattle & dogs
Do not approach grazing livestock. Dogs are welcome on 
the nature reserve but please keep them on a short lead 
at all times. Please clean up after your dog.

Getting around
Generally the terrain is uneven. Wear sensible clothing 
and make sure you have the right footwear.  

Take care 
Visitors are reminded that all areas of the countryside 
contain inherent, natural hazards so we ask you to take 
suitable and suffi cient precautions to avoid injury or harm.

Discover 
Chudleigh Knighton
Heath

Join DWT at www.devonwildlifetrust.org

How to fi nd Chudleigh Knighton Heath

By public transport
For up to date bus and rail timetable information 
call 0870 608 2 608 (open 7am-9pm daily except 
Christmas day).

By car
The nature reserve can be accessed at any point 
along the two roads that cross it. These roads are the 
unclassifi ed road from the A38 northbound junction to 
Hennock, and the B3344 from Chudleigh Knighton to 
Bovey Tracey. There are a number of informal parking 
places along both roads.

The closest public telephone is in Chudleigh Knighton 
village. The nearest public toilets are in Bovey Tracey. 

For more information about other DWT nature reserves, 
our work or how to become a member, contact

Devon Wildlife Trust 
tel 01392 279244  
fax 01392 433221  
email contactus@devonwildlifetrust.org
www.devonwildlifetrust.org  

Registered charity, no 213224  Printed on recycled paper

This leafl et if available in large print:
call 01392 279244
Chudleigh Knighton Heath 
is leased to DWT by WBB Minerals.

Slow worms spend winter 
hibernating underground, 
emerging in the spring
(photo - Chris Root)
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Nights and 
dragons

Chudleigh Knighton Heath was once part of a ball-clay 
works, but is now a thriving nature reserve. Its rare 
lowland heath only exists because of traditional 
management using grazing animals, scrub cutting
and controlled winter burning. 

Each of its four compartments has its own character.  
Churring nightjars, darting dragonfl ies and mysterious 
great crested newts add to the 
charm of this unique 
heathland.  

1  On summer evenings nightjars hunt moths over the 
open heath. So well camoufl aged are these birds you’re 
unlikely to see them during the day. But at dusk you may 
hear their churring calls. 

2  Manmade ponds are alive with dragonfl ies 
during summer and provide a breeding ground 
for rare great-crested newts.

3  The heathland is the only place in England where 
the narrow-headed ant is found. The ants gain food from 
aphids, milking them for the sweet juice they contain.  
The ants’ carefully constructed nest mounds are marked 
by white posts.

Allow 1 ½ hours to 
walk round this reserve.
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Nightjars were known as 
‘goat suckers’: people 

once believed they
sucked the milk of 

grazing goats
(Photo - Chris Root)

N

Broad bodied chasers
use the nature 

reserve’s new ponds 
as places to hunt

(Photo - Chris Root)

The heath’s rarest resident
is one of its smallest:

the narrow-headed ant
(Photo - John Walters)
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